94                     MARIE ANTOINETTE.

Motte. August 17, when the Queen was rehearsing
the part of Rosina for the early performance of the
"Barber of Seville," in the theatre of the Little Tri-
anon, Madame Campan told her all she had learned
from her talk with Boehmer. Marie Antoinette was
filled with righteous indignation. " These hideous
vices," she exclaimed, "must be unmasked. When
the Roman purple and the title of prince conceal only
a needy man, a swindler, who dares to compromise his
sovereign's wife, all France and Europe must know
it." August 9, Boehmer gave the Queen a written
statement of the affair. August 15, at Versailles,
in the Gallery of Mirrors, at the moment when the
Cardinal, in his pontifical robes, was about to go to
the chapel, he was arrested.